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(A) Buenos Aires 5124, (B) Rond on/Embassy telecons 
1. In response to Embassy inquiries reported in ref A, sources 
in Ministry of Interior indicated to Embassy on August 5 that 
Father Weeks being held in Central Police Headquarters in 
Cordoba for "background check" fannex tigmbbgK (investigacion 
de antecedentes). Pol EMKXXXX Counselor raised matter, with 
Foreign Ministry same day, indicating Embassy’s grave concern 
and that latter would wish immediate consular access to Weeks 
if he still in custody (there was strong rumor that day that he 
would be or already had been released)..- Having confirmed that 
Father Weeks was still detained, on the morning of August 6 the 
Embassy requested immediate consular access to him, indicating 
consular officer prepared to travel that day or over weekend. 
Meanwhile, Consular Officer spoke to Father Biron in Cordoba 
(latter also of Lasalette Novitiate) who indicated he had taken 
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I "breakfast to Weeks that rooming and that latter ok. Embassy 
also spoke to Cordoba Provincial Police Chief Periodin several 
times on August 6. Latter indicated Weeks in good health and 
late in afternoon told Cons Officer police investigation 
completed. According to Periodin, Chilean seminarian had been 
in possession of "Mont oner o recording made in Chile expounding 
Jfc-rxist philosophy and critical of yankee imperialism and CIA." 
Periodin opined (unofficially) that Weeks "must have been aware 
of recording." 

2. At approximately 1800 hours August 6 , officers of North 
American Desk called Pol Counselor to say that Weeks being 
investigated for subversive activity and was being held 
incomunicado . So long as he so held, officer stated, consular 
officer could not visit him. Pol Counselor said USG could not 
accept that position, that Vienna Convention was clear on the 
subject and that refusal to permit access could only be seen 
as violation of its provisions which could have serious 
repercussions. He therefore urged Foreign Ministry to "review 
its position." 

3. When Charge d' Affaires raised subject with Ministry's 
Chief of Legal Affairs later in evening, however, he found 
GQA's position unchanged. Essentially, GOA is insisting that 
Vienna Convention provides for consular access in accordance 
with laws of host country and that state of incommunication 

| has long been part of Argentine penal law. Charge rejected | 
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this interpretation, stating that it clearly violated inter- 
national practice. He verbally protested denial of consular 
access and stated that in the absence of some change in GQA's 
position, a formal diplomatic protest note would follow. 

4. Press on August 7 reported Any communique issued in 
Cordoba stating that M Father Weeks and five "alleged 
seminarians" had been captured in house in which "Marxist- 
Leninist bibliography and a record with subversive songs" 
had been found. 
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citizen, who has been detained by Argentine authorities in 
the city of Cordoba since August 3» 

The Embassy was not informed by the Government of Argentina 
that Father Weeks had been arrested. Upon learning through 
private citizens of his arrest, the Embassy raised the 
matter with the Foreign Ministry and on August 6 officially- 
requested authorization to send a consular officer to Cordoba 
to see Father Weeks. The Ministry's reply was that Father 
Weeks was being held incomunicado and that in accordance with 
Argentine law a consular officer could not visit him so 
long as he was being so held. The Embassy was informed by 


representatives of the Foreign Ministry on the morning of 
August 9 that this position remains unchanged. 

Thus, the Government of Argentina has denied the Embassy 
consular access to an American citizen. The Embassy wishes 
to protest in strongest terms this violation of the 19&3 
| Vienna Convention on consular relations to which the US and 

Classification 



J 


OPTIONAL FORM 163A 
(Formally FS-413A) 
January 1976 
Dapt. of State 


3-201 


OjbLLX- 



r~ Argentina are parties. Article 36, paragraph 1 , sub- 
paragraph (a) states quite clearly that consular officers 
shall be free to communicate with nationals of the sending 
State and to have access to them. Nationals of the sending 
State shall have the same freedom with respect to communi- 
cation with and access to consular officers of the sending 
State. Paragraph 2 of Article 36 does indicate that the 
right is exercised in conformity with the laws and regulations 
of the receiving State; however, those laws must * enable full 
effect to be given to the purposes for which the rights 
accorded under this Article are intended.* In cfcher words, 
the laws of the country must be consistent with Article 36. 

Continued denial of consular access could be harmful 
to the excellent relations now existing between our two 
countries. The Embassy urges the Foreign Ministry to 
reexamine its position in this case and to authorize immediate 
consular access to Father Weeks. 

The Embassy of the United States of America takes this 
opportunity to renew to the Ministry the assurances of its 
highest consideration. UNQUOTE 

6 . Embassy is referring all press inquiries regarding this 
case to Department. 
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